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SAC Meeting Notes Nov 5, 2019 – West Middle School 
 
Attendees 
Valerie Wetherby (chair) 
Shauna Prince 
Jen Stevens 
Shalah Parker (principal) 
Debra Wagner 
Travis Wetherby 
Tim Edwin 
Deb Shipley (ELA dept chair) 
Kristi Gillespie (math dept chair) 
 
Good News 
 
All-school Dance Theatre field trip was a big deal for the kids – great success.  
We hired a new math teacher for GMP 
We hired a new sped assistant  
Interviewing for special ed vacancy next week 
Friday is Veterans Day celebration 
Saturday is Wrestling Tourney 
Improvement on academic benchmarks from last year to this year 
 
School performance report 
 
Quarterly assessments – all schools do this each quarter now 
Last year was first year for this assessment 

• Our results this year are better than at the same time last year 

• And better than most—if not all—middle schools 
 
We’re really working on the students in Special Ed 
Also concentrating on the gaps between all students and minority students 
Implementing a new language arts curriculum 
GMP kids well above average performance 
 
Math 
 
6, 7, 8 grade all improved compared to last year, with the exception of a standard here or there. But 
overall – great results.  
 
Areas that need the most work: 

• 6th grade –  
o pick up pace 
o Word probs and multi-step problems 

• 7th grade –  
o 2-part questions 
o Fractions 
o Integers 
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• 8th grade –  
o multi-step equasions 
o Understanding that there’s more than one way to solve a problem 

 
ELA 
 
Ahead of the District scores overall 
There’s growth 6th to 7th to 8th as well 
The ADBs only address reading 
Teachers are adding in research and writing based tests to check on kids’ skills there  
 
All 6th grade students had difficulty with how a sentence fits into an overall text.  
7th grade had some trouble w key ideas and details and evaluating arguments 
8th grade nobody fell below mastery for GMP but for school overall, central ideas of text and 
determining an author’s point of view had some holes 
 
Some of the 6th grade questions seemed sort of unfair – culturally inappropriate 
 
We’ll have our next meeting December 3. 
We’ll skip the January 2020 meeting. 
 


